Arts

Alliance"

October 2, 2026
Dear Mayor Brandon Johnson,

We are a group of Chicago arts and culture leaders and supporters writing on behalf of the creative sector
across Chicago. We recognize the challenges of the current budget season, but believe investment in the

arts should be a key part of Chicago’s FY2027 economic strategy. As you recently told WBEZ, “You don’t
cut your way towards prosperity. You invest towards prosperity.” We agree.

More than 2,126 artists, cultural leaders, organizations, and supporters from across Chicago have joined
us in signing this letter.

Together, we urge the City of Chicago to restore DCASE grantmaking to our historic 2023 peak of
$23.5 million, with an increase to the DCASE budget of $15 million. Returning to this level of
investment would provide $8.70 in funding per resident, which is in line with New York City's per
resident community cultural grantmaking.

DCASE'’s direct grantmaking programs serve as a key source of support for our neighborhoods. And
the Chicago arts sector continues to be impacted by federal policies that harm local cultural
organizations, limit direct investment in the arts, and attempt to limit free expression and the creativity at
the soul of our democracy.

Arts Alliance lllinois’ latest report shows that the creative sector is the city’s third largest

industry. It represents 11.3% of the city’s economy, supports 212,875 jobs, and generates $50 billion in
economic output and $5.7 billion in tax revenue. Funding the arts means funding jobs, businesses, and
economic activity citywide. And that report’s data comes from 2023, when the city’s grantmaking
investment was $23.5M.

Chicago is one of the greatest cities in the world, but also the only of the nation’s five largest cities

to cut funding for its local art agency last year, while New York, Los Angeles, and Phoenix increased
theirs.

Government support of arts and culture is felt not only in our theaters, our community art centers, and our
studios, but across shared priorities including violence prevention, youth development, education, public
health, and community building.

You recently told WBEZ that you want investment in arts and culture to be “the way to define [your]
administration.” As the City develops its FY27 budget, we ask you to demonstrate that commitment
through restoring investment in the artists and cultural organizations that make Chicago great.

Sincerely,

See next page for list of signatories
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10 MGMT

2nd Story

3Arts

826CHI

84EM

About Face Theatre

ACRE

Africa International House
Aguijon Theater

Albany Park Theater Project

All Terrain

Alliance Frangaise de Chicago
The Altitude Program

American Blues Theater
AnySquared Arts

Ardiga

Art Institute of Chicago

The Artistic Home Acting Ensemble
Artists Book House

Artists in Public Schools

Arts Amplified Productions LLC
Arts First

Arts of Life Inc

Artstillery

Asian American Arts Chicago
At Stake

Atmospheric Music Alliance
The Auditorium

Ballet Chicago

BandWith Chicago

BIYA BIYA Productions

Black Arts & Culture Alliance of Chicago
Black Ensemble Theater

Black Ocean

Bridge Art, Nfp

By The Polish

CAA

Casa Michoacan

The Center for International Performance and Exhibition
dba HotHouse

ChiBrations

Chicago a cappella

Chicago Academy for the Arts
Chicago Artist Guide

Chicago Artists Coalition
Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education

Chicago Children's Museum

Chicago Community Arts Studio

Chicago Dance History Project

Chicago Dancemakers Forum

Chicago Danztheatre Ensemble

Chicago Film Society

Chicago Fringe Opera

Chicago Human Rhythm project

Chicago Humanities Festival

The Chicago Inclusion Project

Chicago Independent Venue League (CIVL NFP INC)
Chicago International Film Festival
Chicago International Puppet Theater Festival
Chicago Jazz Philharmonic

Chicago Latino Theater Alliance

Chicago Learning Exchange

Chicago Loop Alliance

Chicago Opera Theater

Chicago Playback Theatre Ensemble
Chicago Poetry Center

Chicago Public Schools

Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Chicago Sinfonietta Orchestra

Chicago Symphony Orchestra Association
Chicago Urban Art Retreat Center

Chiesa Nuova

CHIRP Radio

Cinema Chicago - The Chicago International film Fearival
Cinema Femme Nfp

CIRCA Pintig

CircEsteem

Claire Simon Casting

Community Television Network

The Conspirators NFP

Couch Penny Ensemble Co

Creative Chicago Reuse Exchange

CSO

Definition Theatre

Dietrich & Roman, LLC

Do312

Dragonfly Theatre Company

Driehaus Museum

DuSable Black History Museum and Education Center
The Edge Theater

Elizabeth Neukirch PR Consulting

Elsinore

Impact House - 200 W Madison St, Fl 3 - Chicago, IL 60606 + 312.855.3105 - artsalliance.org 3



Arts

Alliance"

Organizations (continued)

Eos Theatre Company

Eta Creative Arts Foundation
FAME Center

Fat Theatre Project

Filter Photo

Fine Arts Building

Fly Black Girl Education & Theatre
Forefront

Forward Momentum Chicago
FOUR Blues Inc NFP

FreshLens Chicago

Full Spectrum Features NfP
Futuregrow

GB Fine Art

GF Productions

Glenwood Avenue Arts District
Global Mixx Creative Arts
Goodman Theatre

Gwydion Theatre Company
Harold Washington Cultural Center
Harris Theater for Music and Dance
Health Alliance for Chicago Comedians
Homeroom NFP

HPGA

Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
Hyde Park Art Center

Hyde Park School of Dance
iegaMOVES, LLC | S-Corp

[IT School of Architecture MCHAP
IL NIVA

lllinois Humanities

llinois Storytelling

Indie City Games

Ingenuity Incorporated

International Museum of Surgical Science

Intonation Music

Intuit Art Museum

ISPro Academy

Jabberwocky Marionettes
Jewish Museum of Chicago
The Joffrey Ballet

Johnson Research Group, Inc.
Kerfuffle

Kindred Civic Arts Forum

KV 265 Science & Symphony Films
Lakeview Orchestra

Lawyers for the Creative Arts
League of Chicago Theatres
League of Women Voters of Chicago
The Lucky Trikes

Lumiere Reflechie LLC

Lyric Opera of Chicago

Mama Moore Regeneration Center NFP
Marwen

Media Burn

Midnight Circus

Midwest Film Festival

Millennium Park Foundation
Mobile Makers Chicago

Modern Archaic Theatre Company
Moneymasternow

Monique Meloche Gallery
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Museum of Universal Self Expression (MUSE, Inc.)
Music Inc

Music of the Baroque

Najwa Dance Corps

Narrow Bridge Arts Club

National Museum of Mexican Art
National Veterans Art Museum
New Life Centers of Chicagoland
The Newberry Consort

NMPRAC

Old Town School of Folk Muic
One Group Mind

OPEN Center for the Arts
Outermost Agency

Patron Gallery

Pegasus Theatre Chicago

The People's Music School
Phantom Gallery Chicago Network
The Playground Improv Theater
Porchlight Music Theatre

Project Onward

Promethean Theatre Ensemble
Puerto Rican Arts Alliance

Raices Chicago Story Coalition
Raw Talent Performing Arts
Redtwist Theatre

Reggies

Remy Bumppo Theatre Company
Rendezvous Arts
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Rivendell Theatre Ensemble
Rooted Music and Voice LLC
Salt Creek Ballet

Sammy Dyer School of the Theatre
Sana Healing Collective
Scription Dance Theatre

See Chicago Dance

Segundo Ruiz Belvis Cultural Center
The Seldoms

Sharyon Anita, Inc.

Silk Road Cultural Center
Sissone LLC

Snow City Arts

SOL Collective

The Soultender LLC

Sounds Good Choir Inc

The South Side Jazz Coalition
SPACORE

Steep Theatre

Steppenwolf Theatre Company
Still Inspired, NFP

Stir Friday Night

Swedish American Museum
T2D2 Toys

Teatro Tariakuri

Theatre Above the Law
Theatre of Western Springs
Third Coast Percussion NFP
TimeLine Theatre

Tin Drum Theatre Company
True Star

TUTA Theatre Chicago

Visceral Dance Chicago

Ways and Means Theatre, Inc.
Well Chicago

Westside Arts Council, Inc.
William Ferris Chorale

Winifred Haun & Dancers

The Workshop for Designed Environments
World Fashion Festival

The World Music Foundation
WTTW and WFMT

Young People's Theatre of Chicago
Zitlali Creative Consulting
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A. Jethmalani
A.C. Brown
Aaliyah Davis
Aaron Golding
Aaron L

Aaron Mann
Aaron Moring-D'Angier
Aaron Rodgers
Aaron Swor
Aaron Wardell
Aarti Ogirala

Abbi A

Abby Olson
Abrial B

Adam Langsam
Adam Moon
Adam Novak
Adia S

Adnan Rukieh
Adriana Prieto
Adrianna Desier Durantt
Adrienne Meisel
Adrienne Singer
Aengus Hallinan
Aidan Spencer
Aja Andrews
Akilah Halley

Al Rosenbloom
Alan Steiner
Alanna Schmelter
Alannah Spencer
Alex Benjamin
Alex Gillmor

Alex Marianyi
Alex Michel

Alex Rhyan
Alexander Hanna
Alexander Horton
Alexander Paredes-Ruiz
Alexandra Carrillo
Alexandra loan
Alexia R

Alexis Aisha Green
Alicia Akers

Alicia P
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Allison Cochrane
Allison F

Allison Hammond
Allison Mann
Allison Sokolowski
Allison Walsh
Alpha Bruton
Althea Alviar Lee
Alyssa Brubaker
Alyssa Greenberg
Amanda Bignall
Amanda Dayton
Amanda Maraist
Amanda Ramirez
Amanda Swanson
Amara J. Brady
Amber Ginsburg
Amber Stephenson
Amee Spondike
Amy Boyle Photography
Amy Brondyke
Amy Butterer

Amy Elizabeth Barwan
Amy Giancarlo
Amy Hutchison
Amy Jean Johnson
Amy Kraft

Amy Rasmussen
Amy Teri

Amy Wilkinson

An Tran

Ana Perez

Ana Velazquez
Anabelle de la Nuez
Anand Veerabahu
Anca L. Szilagyi
Andrea Raby
Andres Meza
Andrew Bearnot
Andrew Dixon
Andrew Grace
Andrew H

Andrew Kudelka
Andrew Lindstad
Andrew Miller

Andrew Murdock
Andrew Rowlas
Andy Chen

Angel Ysaguirre
Angela Born
Angela McLaughlin
Angela Ray
Angeline Bourgeault
Angeline Heisler
Anita Banoff

Anita Shore

Ann Covode

Ann James

Ann Moroney

Anna C Bahow
Anna Childers
Anna Gelman

Anna Joy Buegel
Anna Lewellen
Anna Ogier-Bloomer
Anna Palomino
Anna Perkins

Anna Schutz

Anna Yardley

Anne Barlow

Anne C

Anne Farley Gaines
Anne Gregor

Anne Laue-Minden
Anne Morse

Anne Phillips

Anne Richardson
Anne Shimojima
Anne Voshel
Annette Bjorling
Annette Mambuca
Annie Atzeff

Annie Grapentine
Anthony Cusumano
Anthony D. Stepter
Anthony J Barracca
Anuj Girdhar
Anwar Mahdi

April Behnke

Aram Han Sifuentes
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Archy Jamjun

Ari Renai

Ariel M Dorsey
Arielle Amiri

Arla Silverstein
Arlene Turner-Crawford
Arthur S. Elstein
Ash Williams

Asha E

Ashley Allen
Ashley Johnson
Ashley Laverty
Ashley O'Neill
Ashley Wheater
Ashton Craven
Audrey Petty
Austin Jennings
Avery McDonald
Avery Sky Williams
Ayisha Tahir

B Gemmel

B Sampson
Barakissa Coulibaly
Barbara Bisno
Barbara E. Reed
Barbara French
Barbara Harris
Barbara Koenen
Barbara Krantz
Ben David Aronson
Benjamin A Segedin
Benjamin Washington
Bennett Smalley
Bernard Clay
Bernika Green
Bernita Robinson
Bessie Mangrum
Beth Shadur

Beth Wolf

Beth Zeigler

Beth Zupec
Bettina Thorn
Betty G

Beverly Monts
Beverly Munro
Bianca Marks
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Bill MacKay

Billy Helmkamp
Billy Ocasio
Bindu Poroori
Bintou Diallo
Blair Thomas
Blanca Torres
Bonni McKeown
Bonnie Bush
Bradley A
Bradley Modjeski
Brady McNeil
Brandon Harrington
Brandon Hayes
Brandon Wardell
Brant Taylor
Brenda Donati
Brendan Fernandes
Brendan Leahy
Brennan Mitrolka
Brent Ervin-Eickhoff
Brent Taghap
Brett Neveu
Brian B

Brian D Inman
Brian Gregory
Brian Kille

Brian Lirot

Brian S

Brian Smith
Brian Sykes
Brian W Smuts
Brianna M
Bridget Savage
Bridget Skaggs
Brittany Pyle
Brittany Sowacke
Brook Jay
Brooke Flanagan
Brookes Ebetsch
Brooklynn Scott
Bruce Iglauer
Bruce Woods

C Justin Vibbard
Cailyn Murray
Caitlin Edwards

Caitlin McLeod
Caitlin Meeter
Caitrin Hughes
Calen G

Cameron Lind
Camila Rivero Pooley
Camilla Linares
Camille Cadenhead
Camille Sobun

Capri Gehred-O'Connell
Cara Gary

Carey Lundin

Carl Johnston

Carl R. McKenzie
Carlos Salazar-Lermont
Carly McCabe
Carmelita Tiu
Carmen Kassinger
Carmen Kingsley
Carmen Ringhiesr
Carol Glassroth
Carol Kelleher

Carol Montgomery
Carol Shuford

Carol Southard
Carol Stanley-Robbins
Carole Book

Carole McCurdy
Carole Perlman
Carole Sandstrom
Carolin J Belden
Carolina Posse
Caroline Eichler
Caroline Neff
Caroline Slack
Carolyn Aguila
Carolyn J Grantham
Carolyn Sellers
Carrie Adams

Carrie Golus

Carrie Goodale
Carrie Hanson
Carrie Klima

Carrie Lee Patterson
Carrie Spitler

Cary James
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Caryn L Jacobs
Casey Chin
Cassidy Smith
Cassie Dickson
Cassie Tompkins
Cat Tager
Catharine Bell
Catherine Allen
Catherine Ann Connor
Catherine De Orio
Catherine Eby
Catherine Oleson
Catherine Patyk
Catherine Yu
Cathy Dunlap
Cathy Kuna
Cecilia Z

Cesar Rolon

Cesar Torruella
Chad McLaughlin
Chandra C Jadhwani
Charles Andrew Gardner
Charles Kieser
Charles Morcom
Charles Palys
Charles Riffenburg
Charles Schuchat
Charles T. Smith
Charlie Mann
Charlie Tolbert
Charline Alviar
Chauncey Daniels I
Chelsey Bazuro
Cheri Tatar

Cheryl Berger
Cheryl Bever
Cheryl Frazes Hill
Cheryl Haamada
Cheryl Longhini
Cheyenne Tobias
Choi

Chris &Nan Parson
Chris Grannen
Chris K

Chris Law

Chris Montgomery
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Christi Gardner
Christian Alexander
Christian M

Christina Calvit
Christina Conroy
Christina Ernst
Christina Parks
Christine Dudley
Christine Kalowski
Christine Pascual
Christine Ranieri
Christopher Hamm
Christopher Patrick Biemer
Christopher Rutt
Chuck Hunter

Chuck Munro

Chun An Huai

Cindy Gold

Cindy Mlekowski
Claire C. Rice

Claire DiVizio

Claire Fassnacht
Claire Marie Temmerman
Claire Simon

Claire Stevens

Clara Byczkowski
Clara Lopez

Clare Gage

Clare Lipinski
Claudia Cryer

Clay Baker

Clint Clark

Cody C

Cody Norman
Colette Gregory
Colin Sphar

Conner Russell
Connie Noyes
Connor Giles-Niemisto
Constance Williams
Corey Smith

Corin Martinez
Courtney M Anderson
Courtney Mackedanz
Courtney Pourciaux
Courtney Rowe

Coya Paz

Craig Leonard
Craig Spidle

Craig Terry

Cristina R

Crystal Barnes
Cydia Simone Flowers
Cynthia Stengel
Cynthia Zeltwanger
Cyraina Johnson-Roullier
D Cheesebrough

D Rosen

Daisy Rueda

Dale Lubotsky
Damarr Smith
Damien Geter

Dan Dornbrook
Dan Pokorni

Dan Washelesky
Dana J

Dana Randall
Daneen Jachino
Daniel Bahner
Daniel Carroll Joynes
Daniel Carson
Daniel Duell

Daniel Healy

Daniel Katz

Daniel Lunney
Daniel Novak
Daniel O'Keefe
Daniele Oblitas
Daniella Mazzio
Danielle Buonaiuto
Danielle Pender
Danny Lai

Danuta Berger
Daria Caravette
Darion Wheeler
Darlene Jackson
Daryn Robinson
Datrianna Green-Meeks
Dave Belden

Dave Kenealy
David Amen

David Ball
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David Beinor
David Ben-Porat
David Feiner
David Follmer
David Giriffin
David Keller
David Kessler
David L Flynn
David McDermott
David Painter
David Parkes
David Robbins
David Sanchez
David Schultz
David Schulz
David Silverman
David Singer
David Wechsler
Dawn Xiana Moon
Daya Stanley
Dean Alonistiotis
Dean Anoje

Dean Kaufer
Deanna Dunagan
DeAnna McLeary Sherman
Deanna Ortiz

Deb Callen

Deb Stevenson
Debbie Carlson
Debbie Richwine
Debbie Siegel
Debo Balogun
Deborah Cohen
Deborah Epstein
Deborah Garber
Deborah Newmark
Deborah P
Deborah Stewart
Debra A. Hass
Debra Freeman-Larrea
Debra K

Debra Kerr

Debra Leah Gittler
Declan McGovern
Dedrick G

Dee Alexander
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Deidre Huckabay
Deirdre Harrison
Deleshia Kinney
Denise Fisher
Denise S

Denise Zaccardi
Deniseya Hall
Derek Czaplewski
Derek Moore
Derrick B

Derrick Everett
Destinee Johnson
Devika Dhir
Dheeru Pennepalli
Dhilanthi Fernando
Dian Berrios

Dian Squire

Diana Kantner
Diane DeRe
Diane Green
Diane Sakai-Furuta
Diane W Diamond
Dianna C Long
Dianna Frid
DiAnne Walsh
Diego Rios Brady
Dijana Cirkic

Dirk Denison
Domnica Lungu
Don Pasulka
Donna Craven
Donna Cunning
Donna Katz
Donna LaPietra
Donna Pecore
Donna Schatt
Dorian McCall
Dorie Domeracki
Doris Timmen
Dorothy Nelson
Dorothy Robinson
Doug Kenney
Douglas Atkins
Douglas E. Self

Dr. Gwendolyn Kinard

Dr. Kay Daly

Dr. Melinda Zacher Ronayne
Dr.Lynda Lane

Duane Brady

Dusty Brown

Dusty Folwarczny

E. Frey

Ed Toolis

Edelson Lawrence

Edgar Campos

Edmund Carpenter
Eduardo Roman

Edward D. Richardson
Edward Moore

Eileen G Soderstrom
Eileen Tull

Elaine Blair

Elaine Dame

Elana Elyce

Eleanor L Cotey
Eleftheria Lialios

Elena Ailes

Eli Newell

Eli Winter

Eliana La Casa

Elijah Olige

Eliot Colin

Elisabeth Geraghty
Elisabeth Johnson
Elisabeth Rosenfeld
Elise Glickman

Elise S Wachspress
Elissa Tenny

Eliza Bangert

Eliza Weekley

Elizabeth Bagby
Elizabeth Brausa Brathwaite
Elizabeth Doyle Bjorneberg
Elizabeth Foster
Elizabeth Gonzalez
Elizabeth Grossman
Elizabeth Mazur-Johnson
Elizabeth Mensah
Elizabeth Neukirch
Elizabeth O'Connell-Thompson
Elizabeth Pearson
Elizabeth Swanson
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Ella Bizianes
Ellen Benjamin
Ellen Bialek
Ellen York

Elliot Hammans
Elliot Mandel
Elliott Fredland
Ellyzabeth Adler
Elsa Hiltner

Elsa Wagh

Elvia Rodriguez Ochoa
Emily Canham Sheridan
Emily D. Crews
Emily Hotz

Emily Kefferstan
Emily Long
Emily Mantell
Emily Nott

Emily R Mwila
Emily Thornton Calvo
Emma B

Emma Gerstein
Emma Jacobs
Emma Kapteyn
Emma Lenza
Emma Schoenfelner
Enrique Carrillo
Enrique Morales
Erez D

Eric Amemiya
Eric Evenskaas
Eric Luchen

Eric Sherman
Eric Thompson
Eric Unger

Eric Wachspress
Erica Bittner
EricaDe La O
Erik S. Kaiko
Erika Dudley
Erin Hoyt

Erin LaRocque
Erin Moreland
Erin Nyhan

Erin Pitts

Erin Simon
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Esme Segall
Esther Grimm
Esther Kaplan
Estlin Usher

Ethan Sellers
Eugenia B

Eva Silverman

Eva Skye

Fabian Raschitor
Farissa Knox

Fei Tang

Felicia Grant Preston
Fran Banish

Fran Girard

Fran Johns

Fran Smith

Fran W Landt
Frances Atkins
Frank Ballantine
Frank Villella

Fred Siegman
Fredric Stein
Freida Curry

G Endia Johnson
Gabe Abbott
Gabriel Chalfin-Piney-Gonzalez
Gabirielle Lott-Rogers
Gabirielle Lyon

Gail Prete

Gary Metzner
Gayle King

Gee Lim

Gemma K.

George Cederquist
George Jensen
George Kalinka
George Milkowski
Georgean Goldenberg
Georgia Shankel
Gerald H. Bailey
Gerald Swarzman
Gerald T. Nowak
Gerta Sorensen
Gianni C

Gibson Almgren
Gina HochStall

Ginger Leopoldo
Giovanna Aguirre
Giselle Futrell
Gracie Scullion
Grand W

Gray Schiller
Grayson Kennedy
Greg Cameron
Greg Vinkler
Gregory B Smith
Gregory Lewis
Gregory Smith
Gretchen Burch
Gwendolyn Mackel Rice
Gwendolyn Rugg
H.A. Jenkins
Haley M

Hanna Brazas-Mata
Hannah Adamy
Hannah Gomez
Hannah M
Hannah Sundwall
Harper Justus
Harrison Burke
Hayley Maloney
Heather Dennis
Heddi Schellbach
Hedy Ratner
Hedy Weiss
Heitor Garcia
Helen Slade
Helen Tsatsos
Helen Zell

Henry Bliss
Henry Wishcamper
Herman Aguirre
Hillary Johnson
Holly Cahill
Hollynn S

Hope Houston
Hugh Russell
Hyon Yu

I. Duncan

lan Brown

lan H

lan K
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lan M Contreras
lan Mason

Ignacio Lopez
ILesa Duncan
llknur Ozgur

Imani Wornum

Ina Burd

lonit Behar

Irene Hsiao

Irene O'Neill

Iris Colburn

Iris Tausend

[rwin Broidy
Isabel Olive
Isabella Weiss

Iz P

lzzy W

J Elise Edwards

J L Bieler

J. Carter

J'Nae Howard
J'Sun Howard
Jack Schneider
Jack Sundstrom
Jackie Smith
Jackie Taylor
Jackson Brown
Jackson Tenclay
Jaclyn Jacunski
Jaclyn Silverman
Jacob Harvey
Jacob Menken
Jacob Rump
Jacob Shuler
Jacqueline Beatty-Hobbs
Jacqueline Bishop
Jacqueline Burnett
Jacqueline Grandt
Jacqueline Kohn
Jacqueline Smolyar
Jacqueline Stone
Jacqueline Ulrich
Jacquelyn Guerrero
Jacqui Damasco
Jaime Smith
Jaime Stubbs
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James Basile
James Dennen
James Glass
James Jankowiak
James Judd

James Massie
James R McDaniel
James Rondeau
James Sherman
James Venskus
James Weidner
Jamie Ewing

Jamie Murphy
Jamie Olah

Jamil Khoury
Jamila Kekulah, artist
Jamion Berry

Jan Feldman

Jane Beachy

Jane Friedman
Jane Hannemann
Jane Lippow

Jane Miller

Jane Nicholl Sahlins
Jane Pigott

Jane Ruby

Jane Wenger

Janet Ulrich Brooks
Janice Kazmier
Janice MacDonald
Janice Rodriguez
Janie D

Janie Voris

Jasmin Cardenas
Jason Kalajainen
Jason Matsumoto
Jason Matthew Palmer
Jason Mortensen
Jay Alan Yim
JaylaN

Jayne Hileman
Jean Alexander Frater
Jean de St. Aubin
Jean Gottlieb
Jean-Pierre Vidrine
Jeanne LaDuke

Jeanne Trumbo
Jeannette Blackwell
Jeannie Affelder
Jeff Alexander

Jeff Fitzgerald

Jeff Jenkins

Jeffrey Kolar
Jeffrey Sharp

Jen Barrett

Jen J

Jen Tremblay Chambers
JenZ

Jenn Biddle

Jenna Pearse-Pollack
Jenna Swartz
Jennie Oh Brown
Jennifer Ames Lazarre
Jennifer Barnes
Jennifer Bissell
Jennifer Casteller
Jennifer Deja
Jennifer Farrington
Jennifer Friedrich
Jennifer Goldfarb
Jennifer Linton
Jennifer Marling
Jennifer McCabe
Jennifer Mueller
Jennifer Riskind
Jensen Rasmussen
Jeremiah Strickler
Jeremy Ohringer
Jerrold Levy

Jess Bass

Jess Mott Wickstrom
Jesse Auerbach
Jesse Hoover
Jessica Brown
Jessica Hutchinson
Jessica Smith
Jessica Wardell
Jessica Wolfe

Jil Ross

Jill Britton

Jill Conway

Jill Gardner
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Jill Garling

Jill Hopkins

Jill Meier

Jim Burnette
Jim Fackenthal
Jim Hirsch

Jim McDonough
Jim Passin

Jim Selsor
Jimalita Tillman
Jinghan He

JJ Heidenreich
JJ Jamerson

JL Farrington

Jo Sison

Joan Chilton Richards
Joan Gunzberg
Joan L. Pantsios
Joan Mazzonelli
Joan Ward
Joanna Furnans
Joanna Quealy
Joanna Riopelle
Joanne Kalnitz
Jocelyn Scullion
Jocelyn Snow
Jocelyn Weberg
Joe Bauer

Joe Brandt

Joe G

Joe Panganiban
Joe Sciarrotta
Joe Shanah

Joe Sherman
Joel Brosk

Joel V Williamson
John Ailey

John Collins
John D Lawrence
John D. Glover
John Gardner
John Heffernan
John Maas
John Mangum
John McLaughlin
John Obeda
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John Paul Marquez
John Platt

John Rooney

John Schaffer

John Schreckengost
John Sterling

John W Bateman
John W Empfield
John William Trotter
John Yeh

Johnny Garcia
Johnny Merrifield
Jon Faris

Jonael Leon Guerrero
Jonathan Becker
Jonathan E. Alsberry
Jonathan Lee-Rey
Jonathan M
Jonathan Pacheco
Jonathan Weir
Jonathan Woods
Jonathon Weller
Jordan Breslau
Jordan Martins
Jorge Roque

Jorge Valdivia

Jorie Goins

Jose Gibran Villalobos
Joseph B Glossberg
Joseph Fernicola lll
Joseph J Zefran
Joseph W Tur

Josh Johnson

Josh Mondie
Joshanna Robinson
Joshua Davis
Joshua Servantez
Joshua Stenger
Josie Moore

Joy Masada

Joy Young

Joyce Chelberg
Juan Jimenez Jr
Juan Munoz

Juana Guzman
Juanita Smith

Judith Cooper
Judith Hines
Judith Kirby
Judy Cole
Judyth Hollub
Jules G

Julia Dencker
Julia Doherty
Julia Fischbach
Julia Hester
Julia Hopson
Julia K

Julia Mayer
Julia Mendiolea
Julia Perkins
Julia Phu

Julia Siple

Julia Soulsby
Julia Swan
Julian Antos
Julian Harris
Julianna Rubio Slager
Julie Griffin
Julie MacCarthy
Julie Moller
Julie Osborne
Julie S Burros
Justin Berkowitz
Justin H

Justin Strong
Jyl Fehrenkamp
K Dent

Kacie Smith
Kaity O'Reilly
Kaleb Sutherland
Kara Schultz
Karen A

Karen A Nelson
Karen Camelet
Karen Cardarelli
Karen Eich
Karen Graham
Karen Healy
Karen Higgins
Karen Horan
Karen Irvine
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Karen Jones
Karen Keagle
Karen Levin

Karen Maher
Karen Przypyszny
Karen Randolph
Karen Waldmeier
Karen Weddington
Karen Woditsch
Kari Anne Shaffer
Karin Abercrombie
Karin Ellis- Wentz
Karin Norington-Reaves
Karissa Adams
Karla E Galva
Karla Estela Rivera
Karla Galvan
Karlyn Meyer
Karynn Scotti
Kason Chesky

Kat Evans

Katana Smith

Kate Bowen

Kate Dumbleton
Kate Henselmans
Kate Lorenz

Kate McDuffie
Kate Soupiset
Kate Walsh

Kate Welham
Katharine Johnson
Katherine Chrisman
Katherine Hagman
Katherine Simpson
Kathleen Meade
Kathleen R
Kathleen Tokarsky
Kathryn Bawden
Kathryn Bostic
Kathryn Duncan
Kathryn Ernst
Kathryn Tuten
Kathryn Williams
Kathy Lewis

Kathy Scambiatterra
Kathy Tandoc
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Katie Buzard
Katie Green
Katie McCoy
Katie Vota
Katinka Kleijn
Katrina Herrmann
Katy Clusen

Kay Branz
Kaydee Dolan
Kayla Boye
Kayleigh D. Dudevoir
Kazuhiko Tomomatsu
Keaton Payne
Keishunda Miller
Keith Friedlander
Keith Murphy
Kelly A Nyhan
Kelly Castriotta
Kelly Gross

Kelly Hill

Kelly Kaczynski
Kelly Quesada
Kelsie Huff

Ken Gerleve

Ken Olsen
Kendall McDowell
Kennon Reinard
Kerry Jenkins
Kerry Reid

Kevin Havener
Kevin lega Jeff
Kevin Sparrow
Kevin Tang

Kevin Woodrow
Kevin Zhou
Kiayla Jackson
Kiki McGrath
Kim Jacobs

Kim Nucci

Kim Schultz
Kimberly Duffy
Kimberly Dulac
Kimberly Manuel
Kimberly Motes
Kiran James
Kjersti Cooper

Klaus Schuller
Korina Hernandez
KQ

Kris Jones

Krista Bondi

Krista L Petkovsek
Krista Taylor
Kristen Taylor
Kristin Taylor
Krystal Grover-Webb
Kurt Jolly

Kyoko Crawford
Ladonna Freidheim
Lance Barnett
Lane Alexander
Lara E. Goetsch
Lara Jenkins

Lara Johnson
Laren Chang

Larry Baldacci
Lasana D. Kazembe
Laton Chairs
Latrice Madison
Laura A Kosden
Laura B

Laura Emerick
Laura G. Rice
Laura Hamm

Laura M. Stillwell
Laura Perkett
Laura R Smith
Laura Samson
Laura Sturm

Laura Thurston
Laurel L

Laurel Prag

Lauren Bochniak
Lauren Carter
Lauren Deutsch
Lauren Emily Whalen
Lauren Kapinski
Lauren M. Pacheco
Lauren Martin
Lauren Pais
Lauren Rivas

Leah Dexter
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Leah T

Lee Ann Jarousse
Lee Lichamer
Leilany Morales
Lena Breitkreuz
Leo Bassow

Leo Monts

Leo Radosavljevic
Leo Walker
Leslee Carver
Lesley Swanson
Leslie Baum
Leslie Reese
Leslie Speicher
Letitia Noel

Levi Todd

Libby Conkle

Lily Ahrens

Lily Homer

Lily Huberman
Linda and Dean Englund
Linda Bierig

Linda Bullen
Linda Henderson
Linda Karn

Linda Kroning
Linda L. Ehlers, DC
Linda Metz

Linda Sienkiewicz
Linda Tomkow
Linda Zhang
Lindsay A. Kaufman
Lindy Mesmer
Lional Freeman
Lisa Key

Lisa Yondorf

Liz Branch

Liz K.

Liz Kantor-Courtright
Liza Malamut

Lizz Biswell

Lizz Blackwell
Lizzie Leopold
Ljillana M

Logan Goulart
Lois Becker
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Lolly Extract
Lonette Sims

Lora Schaefer
Lorenzo B

Loretta Julian

Lori Ashikawa

Lori Dimun

Lori Waxman
Lorna Ferguson
Lorraine Barba
Lourdes Carvajal
Luba Mendelevich
Lucas O'Neil
Lucia Whalen
Lucy Carapetyan
Lucy E Slivinski
Luke A Polipnick
Lulu Walkowicz
Lurlene D. Brown
Lydia Diaz

Lydia R

Lynda Shadrake
Lynn Barlow

Lynn Keller

Lynn Steiner
Lynne Moon
Lynne Sorkin

M Idalski

M Koneval

M. Carney

M. Nunzio Cancilla
Ma Re

Mack Finklea
Macy Holmgren
Maddie Healy
Maddie Hillock
Maddie Powell
Madeleine Grynsztejn
Madeline Coffey
Madeline Felauer
Madeline Troche
Madelyn Pellegrino
Madison Jones
Madison Santos
Maggie Bridger
Maggie Fullilove-Nugent

Maggie Lugo
Mahima Keswani
Malia H.

Mallory Harding
Marc Chevalier
Marc DeMoss

Marc Kaufman

Marc McCarty
Marcelle McVsy
Marchelle M Fuller
Marcia Eastmond
Marcia Festen
Marcie Hill

Marcus Carroll
Maren Robinson
Maren Rosenberg
Margaret Burk
Margaret Duguid
Margaret H Halquist
Margaret H.
Margaret McCloskey
Margaret McGuire
Margaret Meierhenry
Margaret Murphy Webb
Margaret Quinnette
Margie Lawrence
Marguerite Horberg
Marguerite Juliusson
Maria Del Zoppo
Maria Mowbray
Maria Suarez

Maria Vargas

Mariah Cherem
Maridee Quanbeck
Mariela Acuna
Marilee Castaneda
Marilyn Drendel
Marilyn Ferdinand
Marilyn Heckmyer
Mario Smith

Marisa Macella
Marissa Jones
Marita Torres McLaughlin
Mark A Diaz

Mark Curcio

Mark D. Warner

13



Arts

Alliance"

Individuals (continued)

Mark Geary

Mark Jak

Mark Karlin

Mark Mendelsohn
Mark Moleski
Mark Mosley
Mark Rothschild
Mark Swanson
Mark Yonally
Mark Zampardo
Markena Peavy
Marshall Sparberg
Martha McDonnell
Martin Anderson
Martin Matsuyuki Krause
Marty McConnell
Mary Ann Ludwig
Mary Bezanson
Mary Christel
Mary Datcher
Mary DelLaney
Mary DeYoe

Mary Grace

Mary Grace Corrigan
Mary Jane Lean
Mary Jean Waller
Mary Jo Potts
Mary Kay Bowling
Mary Keller

Mary LeDoux
Mary Rogerson
Mary Sullivan
Mary Tilden

Mary Webby
Mary Welsh
Marzena Abrahamik
Masequa Myers
Mashaune Hardy
Mateo Mulcahy
Mathilde Marsot
Matt Bodett

Matt Haskett

Matt Martin

Matt Mueller

Matt Roan

Matt Rosin
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Matt Tolson
Matthew Brennan
Matthew Gaunt
Matthew Greenberg
Matthew Lee
Matthew Nielson
Matthew Nowlan
Matthew Williams
Maureen Egan
Maureen Mooney
Maureen Sanderson
Maxton K

Maya Bird-Murphy
Maya Kosover
Maya M

Maya Nguyen
Meaghan Smallwood
Meg Leary

Megan Carney
Megan Hersman
Megan Ireland
Megan Lewis
Megan Moore
Megan Moran
Megan Powell
Megan S

Meghan Beals
Mehrin Reid
Mei-Ann Chen

Mel Smith

Melanie Humphrey
Melanie Knight
Melinda McCrary
Melinda Moore
Melissa Fox
Melissa Gamble
Melissa Hilker
Melissa Johnson
Melissa Kolbusz
Melissa M Root
Melissa Rajcevich
Melissa S

Melissa Stanley
Merril Prager
Mersadi McClure
Mia Khimm

Mia Park

Michael Alexander Almonte
Michael B. Horton
Michael Caldie
Michael Christoff
Michael Colucci
Michael Folker
Michael Grabish
Michael H Nadler
Michael Kennedy
Michael L

Michael Lahey
Michael McStraw
Michael Mulcahy
Michael Pope
Michael Reed
Michael Workman
Michael Wydrzynski
Michaela Bateman
Michal Dzitko
Michele Healy
Michele Wasington
Michelle Benda
Michelle Crisanti
Michelle Hayward
Michelle Lewis
Michelle Lopez-Rios
Michelle Rinard
Mighel Jackson
Miguel Alfaro
Miguel Angel Rodriguez
Miguel Fernandez
Miguel Garcia

Mike Abdelsayed
Mike L

Mike Renaud

Mike Rybinski

Mike Speller

Miles T

Mimi Murley

Mimi Plauché
Mindy Laff

Miriam Scott

Mirja Spooner Haffner
Mitchell A. Sabshon
Miya Higashiyama
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MJ Handsome

ML Marks

Moe Golding

Moki Tantoco
Mollie Alexander
Mollie Levy-Roseroot
Mollie McGuire
Molly Arbogast
Molly Blumberg
Molly Miner

Monica Lugo
Monica M. Brown
Monica Rickert-Bolter
Monica Trinidad
Monique Jones
Monique Marshaun
Monique Meloche
Morgan Clark
Morgan Clune
Morgan Eklund
Muniefa A

Mushtag Ahmed
Musu Bangura

N. Easley

Naeem Murr

Nakia Brown

Nancy A Beckett
Nancy M. Casanova
Nancy Montei
Nancy Schaefer
Nancy Villafranca
Nat Madson
Natalia Torres
Natalie Bortoli
Natalie French
Natasha Mijares
Natasha Mraz
Nathalie Grant
Nathan Abhalter Smith
Nathaniel Eck

Neel McNeill

Nellie Seigel

Nelly Viramontes

Ni Mei

Nicholas Pulikowski
Nick Broste
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Nick Hyde

Nick K

Nick Pupillo

Nick Roman

Nicole Beck

Nicole Gallucci
Nicole Gutiérrez
Nicole Sieczka
Nicole Upton

Nik Rokop

Nika Levando Birman
Nikki Frisinger

Nikki Smith

Nikki Will Stein

Nile Arena

Nina D'Angier

Nina Mae Vidal Howard
Noa G

Noah Lepawsky
Nora Gregor

Nora Sharp

Norah Diedrich

Nurul E.

Oehme & Winslow Soule
Ogulcan Borova

Ola Faleti

Olive Haugh

Olivia Babler

Omar Magana

Omar Omar Torres-Kortright
Omouzuwa Seymour-EL
Ophena De La Rosa
P. Singh

Pablo Sanchez

Paige Brown

Paige Farestveit

Pam Piane

Pamela Crutchfield
Pamela Meyer
Pamela Orr

Pat Feeney

Patrice Egleston
Patrice Patterson
Patricia Blair

Patricia Blus

Patricia Devine-Reed

Patricia L. Acerra
Patrick Fries
Patrick Healy
Patrick J. Maloney
Patrick M Gallagher
Patrick Myers
Patrick Woodtor
Patti Eylar

Patty Lane

Paul S. Watford
Paul Christopher
Paul Dean

Paul E Johnson
Paul Escriva

Paul Giallorenzo
Paul H. McDonough
Paul Hirsch

Paul Pasulka

Paul R Wiggin
Paul Scherer

Paul Scudder
Paula Belnap
Paula Givan

Paula Sanchez
Paulette Maher
Paulette Parra
Paulette Pennington Jones
Pavielle Goldman
Pedro Montilla
Pepin Carolan, retired U.S. DOE
Perri Irmer

Peter Barack
Peter Gaona

Peter Kuntz

Peter Moore

Peter Ruger

Peter Wesoloski
Phil R

Philip Spangler
Philip Spencer
Phillip Bahar
Phyllis Berlin
Phyllis Little

Pierre Lockett
Pietro Fiumara
Piper Kirchhofer
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PJ Powers

Quenna Barrett

R Shelton

R. John Aalbregtse
Rachael Cohen
Rachel Girty

Rachel Havrelock
Rachel Kennedy Gingrich
Rachel Knapp
Rachel R

Rachel Sledd
Rachel Walker

Rae Chardonnay Taylor
Raine DeDominici
Ralph Matson
Ramén Charriez
Ramona Richards
Randolph Barba
Rani Young

Raquel Maldonado
Raul Ortiz Bonilla
Ray Ebarb
Raymond Leuthold
Rebeca Giriffin
Rebecca Allard
Rebecca Beltran
Rebecca Breuer
Rebecca Desmond
Rebecca Fagerholm
Rebecca M Coleman
Rebecca McDaniel
Rebecca Meyers
Rebecca Perry
Reena Bajowala
Reesheda Berry
Regan Burke
Reggie Ayers
Reginald C. Jackson
Reid Coker

Renata Graw

Renay Slifka

René A. Morrell
Renee Edwards
Renee Lukis

Renee Metcalf

Rev. Daniel Buck
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Rev. Max Burg

Rev. Sarah Jones
Rhoda Reeling
Rhonda Marcucci
Rich Adrian Lazatin
Rich Gamble

Rich Regan

Richard B

Richard Gessert
Richard Glick
Richard Shavzin

Rick Gray

Rick S

Ricky R

Rita Hasner

Rizwaan Akhtar

Rob M Milburn

Rob S

Rob Silverman Ascher
Robert Boord

Robert Bresemann
Robert Clark

Robert Douglas Bradbury
Robert Hutmacher, OFM
Robert Kravitz
Robert Lardner
Robert Lifson

Robert Perlman, M.D.
Roberta Freier
Roberta Shwartz
Robin Roseth

Robin Saydak

Robin Witt

Robyn M

Robyn Mineko Williams
Roche Schulfer
Roderick Branch
Rodney Rajnauth
Roger Wight

Rohit Panikkar

Ron Duplack

Ron Waters

Ronda Franks
Rosalind Hurwitz
Rosalind Lee

Rosario Vargas

Roseline Armange
Rosie Schultz
Ross Courtright
Roxanne Walton
Roz M

Rozlyn Adams
Ruben F Pachas
Ruben Reininger
Rupert Murray
Russel Miron
Ruth Clark

Ruth Fairfield
Ruth G. Heald
Ruth Osuna Takata
Ryan Duggan
Ryan Lessam Art
S Fink

Sabrina Santoro
Sam Hurwitz

Sam R Scranton
Sam Thousand
Samanta Cubias
Samantha Gallegos
Samantha LIm
Samantha Rae Brown
Samuel Sharp
Sana Jafri

Sandra Kaufmann
Sandra Lee Hartstein
Sandra Popik
Sara Badger

Sara Chapman
Sara Grose

Sara Hedberg
Sara K Schneider
Sara M Collins
Sara Slawnik
Sara Swift

Sarah Dupuis
Sarah Fiala

Sarah Geocaris
Sarah Good
Sarah Hensley
Sarah Joyce
Sarah L Freeman
Sarah Lent
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Sarah M. Dore
Sarah Magnuson
Sarah Marmor
Sarah Ponder
Sarah Ross
Sarah Schroeder-Lebec
Sarah Walavich
Sarahlynn Pablo
Sarajane Johnson
Sasha Ongtengco
Savannah Rouse
Savera |

Schyler Vargas
Scott Burns

Scott Cummings
Scott Dowd

Scott Uddenberg
Sean Rafferty
Seb Galvez
Selina Trepp
Serena Elston
Serene Wise

Seth Nguyen
Seth Pae

Shadae Pickett
Shane Merrill
Shane Zimmer
Shannon Reilly
Sharon Eiseman
Sharon Hoyer
Sharon Mason
Sharon Wolf
Sharyn Pulling
Sharyon Culberson
Shawn Campbell
Shawn Lent
Sheila Cornyn
Sheila Fortson
Shelia Walker-Wilkins
Shelley A. Davis
Shelley Davis
Shenise Danyél Brown
Sherry T. Russo
Sheryl Nieman
Shianne Baggett
Shir Ende
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Shirley Holdeman
Shirley Nannini
Sidney Garrett
Sidney Jackson
Sierra Salinas
Silfredo Serrano
Simon Michal
Siobhan Shelby
Sivan Spector
Slick Jorgensen
Sofia Erlin
Solomon Bowser
Sondra Pfeffer
Sonya Lyons
Sophia B

Sophia Balabanova
Sophie Buchmueller
Soumiya Erragragui
Spencer Diedrick
Stacey Marquardt
Stacie M. Frank
Stacy O Osideko
Stefan Brun
Stefan Goncalvez
Steph Pentz
Stephanie Cihlar
Stephanie Cluggish
Stephanie Flynn
Stephanie Ito
Stephanie Jeter
Stephen B. Scott
Stephen J. Rose
Stephen Meyer
Stephen Needham
Stephen Paul
Steve Scholz
Steve Sleczka
Steve VanderVoort
Steven H Adelman
Steven Parzygnat
Stu Kiesow

Stuart Thompson
Suan M. Hickman
Sue Ann Robinson
Sunghee Choi
Sungho Bae

Susan Ackerman
Susan Beal
Susan Booth
Susan Danzig
Susan Fiedman
Susan Hering
Susan Levand
Susan Noyes
Susan Okimoto
Susan Payne
Susan Reyman
Susan Synnestvedt
Susan Tyksinski
Susan Wigodner
Susanna Gaunt
Suzanne Faber
Suzanne High
Suzet McKinney
Suzette Bross
Sydney Brundige
Sydney Chatman
Sydney Herrick
Sydney Julian
Sydney Osborne
Tage Larsen
Tammi Longsjo
Tammy Campbell
Tammy Meyer
Tammy Owins
Tania C

Tanner Pruitt
Tanuja Jagernauth
Tanya M

Tara Aisha Willis
Tara Dowd Gurber
Tara Levy

Tara Mallen
Tarah Ortiz Durnbaugh
Tatyana Scott
Taylor Bibat
Taylor Thompson
Tayte Miller

Ted Jones

Ted Lowitz

Ted Seymour
Teresa Henning
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Teresa Silva

Terri K Woodall
Terri Williams
Teshika Silver
Tetyana Klymko
Thom Cox
Thomas B Ray
Thomas Bravos
Thomas DeFrantz
Thomas Dixon
Thomas Lawler
Thomas Mackin
Thomas Soulsby
Tiffany J

Tiffany N.

Tim Lambert

Tim Semanik
Timothy Ortmann
Timothy Sherck
Tina Boyer Brown
Tina Laughlin

Tina Zagone
Tiphanie Spencer Babinet
Tish Noel

TJ Mikell

Tom Lembo

Tom Mills

Tom Rosenfeld
Tommy Thams
Tonal Simmons
Toni Sandor Smith
Toni-Marie Montgomery
Tony Bondoc
Tony Fitzgerald, Jr.
Tony Karman
Tony Lawry

Tony Santiago
Tonya Howell

Tori Ramsay
Tracy D.

Tracy Kostenbader
Tracy Ullman
Tracy Varley

Tran Ma

Tran Tran

Travis M

Tressa R Ferrella
Trevor Wise

Tricia Rothschild
Trina McGee

Troy Anderson
Tylene Walker
Tyler Calhoun
Umeki R

Unmi Song
Valerie A Belcher
Valerie Morrow
Vannia D Phillips
Vesna J

Victoria Andrus
Vlctoria Barbariji
Victoria Fuller
Victoria Jaiani
Victoria Pizzuto
Vilma Colom
Vilmarie Narloch
Vivian Teng
Wagner Campos
Warren Lake
Wayne Smith
Wendy Lewis
Wendy Manning
Wendy Nawara
Wendy Rejman
Wendy Whiteside
Wesley Russell
Wesley Woodward
Wiiliam Raimi

Will Davies
Willetta Greene Johnson
William A Gathing
William A. Obenshain
William Buchman
William Chamberlain
William Esch
William Estrada
William Leakakos
William T. Wilson
William Vallandigham
Winifred Haun
Wyatt Kent
Xander F
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Xenia Mansour

YC

Yasmin Zacaria Mikhaiel
Yehimi Cambron Alvarez
Yeme Oljira

Yoneko Berenz
Youming C

Yuri Lane

Yvette Corrine

Zach Smith

Zitlali Adame

Zlata Simic

Zoe Bracken

Zoe Breillatt

Zoé Kales

Zulema Dorado
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	October 2, 2026
	Dear Mayor Brandon Johnson,
	We are a group of Chicago arts and culture leaders and supporters writing on behalf of the creative sector across Chicago. We recognize the challenges of the current budget season, but believe investment in the arts should be a key part of Chicago’s FY2027 economic strategy. As you recently told WBEZ, “You don’t cut your way towards prosperity. You invest towards prosperity.” We agree.
	More than 2,126 artists, cultural leaders, organizations, and supporters from across Chicago have joined us in signing this letter.
	Together, we urge the City of Chicago to restore DCASE grantmaking to our historic 2023 peak of $23.5 million, with an increase to the DCASE budget of $15 million. Returning to this level of investment would provide $8.70 in funding per resident, which is in line with New York City's per resident community cultural grantmaking.
	DCASE’s direct grantmaking programs serve as a                                                                                And the Chicago arts sector continues to be impacted by federal policies that harm local cultural organizations, limit direct investment in the arts, and attempt to limit free expression and the creativity at the soul of our democracy.
	Arts Alliance Illinois’ latest report shows that
	It represents 11.3% of the city’s economy, supports 212,875 jobs, and generates $50 billion in economic output and $5.7 billion in tax revenue. Funding the arts means funding jobs, businesses, and economic activity citywide.
	Chicago is one of the greatest cities in the world, but also the
	while New York, Los Angeles, and Phoenix increased theirs.
	Government support of arts and culture is felt not only in our theaters, our community art centers, and our studios, but across shared priorities including violence prevention, youth development, education, public health, and community building.
	You recently told WBEZ that you want investment in arts and culture to be “the way to define [your] administration.” As the City develops its FY27 budget, we ask you to demonstrate that commitment through restoring investment in the artists and cultural organizations that make Chicago great.
	Sincerely,
	See next page for list of signatories

	key source of support for our neighborhoods.
	industry.
	the creative sector is the city’s third largest
	And that report’s data comes from 2023, when the city’s grantmaking
	investment was $23.5M.
	to cut funding for its local art agency last year,
	only of the nation’s five largest cities
	Organizations
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	2nd Story
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	ACRE
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	Aguijón Theater
	Albany Park Theater Project
	All Terrain
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	The Altitude Program
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	AnySquared Arts
	Ardiga
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	Eos Theatre Company
	Eta Creative Arts Foundation
	FAME Center
	Fat Theatre Project
	Filter Photo
	Fine Arts Building
	Fly Black Girl Education & Theatre
	Forefront
	Forward Momentum Chicago
	FOUR Blues Inc NFP
	FreshLens Chicago
	Full Spectrum Features NfP
	Futuregrow
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	GF Productions
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	Goodman Theatre
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	TUTA Theatre Chicago
	Visceral Dance Chicago
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	Well Chicago
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